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Mrs. Salas
 (asalas@setonschool.net)

Dear Seton School 7th Grade Science Parents,

Science Projects, Science Projects – Oh the fun we are going to have!!!!  This year all students will be doing a Science project developing a hypothesis, conducting an experiment, reporting their results and drawing conclusions as well as presenting all of their hard work to their classmates and judges at the Seton Science Fair in January.   In the first months of the academic year the students will be taught and guided through each stage of the experimental process in class, but they will do their own individualized project at home with your help.  
In order to make this task more manageable, I have attached an outline and schedule of the due dates for the various components of the Science Project and Research.  Because of the long-term nature of the assignment it is imperative that the students remain on top of their work and stick to the deadlines.  Therefore I would ask that you review this outline with your child and POST the LAST page of this packet (p.4 Science Project Due Dates Chart) in a general location to be updated when each assignment is completed.  The other outline of due dates will be kept in each student’s notebook so that they can have their assignments and due dates with them.  Please note that an assignment is due almost every week, although they alternate between researching the topic and preparing to do the experiment.  It is my hope that this list of deadline dates will help your child organize his/her research endeavors and to complete the work in a timely fashion.  After reading this outline, please sign in the space below, have your child sign, detach the signature section and have your child return this signature portion to me.
Saturday Science Fair Help Schedule
In order to give some extra help to students on their projects, I will be available on the following Saturday mornings from 9am – 12.  The students should arrive with a specific goal or task to accomplish on that morning.  
      27 September, 18 October,  8 November,  6 December and 18 January 2020

In Christ, 
Alicia Madan Salas
Please use this email, not Jupiter ed – asalas@setonschool.net

--------------------------- CUT HERE -----------------------------------

I, parent/guardian of __________________________________________________have received and reviewed the due dates and assignments for the Science Fair Project with my child.  

I will encourage and support my child to do his/her best work.  _________________________________________
    											Parent  signature and date


I have reviewed this packet with my parent and will work to do my best
________________________________________________
          		    Student signature and date
SCIENCE PROJECT DUE DATES   2019 -2020
Mrs. Salas
Please note that experimentation may NOT commence until Project is Approved after Forms are turned in on 30th of October if it is desired to start earlier all the prior steps must be completed.
	□ Wednesday
 11th of September
	Topic Statement
Bring to class your Science Fair topic for approval, written in the following format…
--What is the effect of _____________ (MV/IV) on _____________ (RV/DV)

	□ Wednesday
18th of September
	Hypothesis and Background Research Topic
Bring to class your Hypothesis and Background Research Topic for approval. 
    The background research should be 1 to 2 pages long and provide some understanding of the topic which led to the hypothesis.   

	□ Wednesday
25th of September
	Bibliography, Working Outline and Seton Entry Form
Bring to class research from 2 credible sources.  This should consist of at least 2 bibliography entries and a working outline or 8 notecards for the background research
Also Bring to class Seton Entry Form(given in class – but can also be found on the website) 

	□ Wednesday
2nd of October
	Experimental Design Diagram
Bring to class the completed experimental design and revised hypothesis if needed.  

	□ Wednesday
9th of October
	 First Draft of Background Research & Final Draft of Bibliography
Bring to class your first draft of background research and final draft of bibliography.                         NOTE –  must write in past tense, passive voice

	□ Wednesday
16th of October
	1st Draft of Procedures
Bring to class a very PRECISE list of materials and the enumerated procedures that will be used to complete the experiment.   

	□ Wednesday
23rd of October
	 2nd Draft of Background Research
Bring to class the 2nd draft of the research paper making any and all corrections and suggestions from the 1st draft.   

	□ Wednesday
30th of October
	 Forms for Experimental Approval
Bring to class the following forms (given in class – but can also be found on the website) 
1) Checklist for Adult Sponsors (Form1)
2) Student Checklist (Form 1A) with attached Research Plan
3) Approval Form (Form 1B)

	Approval   
	Once Received Experimentation may begin and completed by 3rd Dec

	□ Wednesday
6th of November
	2nd Draft of Procedures and Scientific Introductory Paragraph
Bring to class final draft of Procedures and the introductory paragraph.   

	□ Tuesday
19th of November
	Experiment Progress Check
Bring to class the data tables and graphs that will be used to record the data as well as what will be the derived quantity that summarizes the data gathered.  

	□ Tuesday
3rd of December
	ALL EXPERIMENTATION COMPLETE Data Table & Graphs +  1st draft of Results & Conclusion Paragraphs
Bring to class the filled in data tables and graphs and the 1st draft of the results and conclusion paragraphs.   

	□ Friday
6th of December
	1st Draft of ABSTRACT
Bring to class the first draft of the Abstract (follow formatting guide – given in class).   

	□ Thursday
12th of December
	2nd Draft of ABSTRACT (if needed)
Bring to class the first draft of the Abstract (follow formatting guide – given in class).   

	□ Tuesday
17th of December
	Final Draft of Experimental Report AND  ABSTRACT
Bring to class the FINAL draft of all the parts of the Experimental Report. It should be typed, double-spaced, (see below for exact format)
 It should include a cover sheet (see below), background research, Experimental Design Diagram, materials & procedures, data tables, graphs, results paragraph and conclusion paragraph.  

	□ Wednesday
22nd  of January
	Boards and Displays
The students should bring their Science Fair Board for they will make a 5 min presentation to the class.  The boards will then stay at School for the Science Fair on Wednesday 29th of January

	□ Wednesday
29th  of January
	Seton Science Fair
The students will present their project to adult judges.  




FINAL DRAFT OF SCIENCE EXPERIMENT REPORT  and   ABSTRACT
1. The final draft must be typed (preferred) double-spaced or written neatly in ink (single-spaced).
2. Only use one side of the paper, have a 1” inch margins on all sides, use either 							 Times New Roman 12 font    or     Century Gothic 10 font.
3. Staple together all pages – following the outline provided.  (see attached sheet) The report must have a title page, following the correct format directly below
4. Do not put the title or your name on any other page after cover sheet.  

SAMPLE TITLE PAGE
│
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│
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│
│
│
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│
│
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   Hypothesis:  
	If the amount of water increases then the plant will grow taller.  (example)
│
│
│
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│
│
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										 Date: ______________
										Period: _________
										Mrs. Salas
										7th grade Science
										PROJECT #_________ 

Experimental Report Write-Up
********All must be written in past tense, and passive voice*******
	NOT						GOOD
     My hypothesis…				      The hypothesis…
     I thought…					      It was thought…
    I decided…				                    It was decided…
    On Title 
Page

Title:  What is the effect of ____________(MV/IV)  on ___________________ (RV/DV)?
Hypothesis:  Write a hypothesis that relates the independent and dependent variables that were investigated.
Abstract::   A concise summary of the project that includes the problem, hypothesis, procedures, results and conclusion it should not exceed 250 words 
Background Research:  Background research and pertinent information to understanding of the project is presented, this is usually 1-2 pages.  
Introduction:  States the Rationale, the Purpose and the Hypothesis
· Why was the experiment conducted? (rationale)
· What was expected to be learned? (purpose)
· What was thought would happen?  (hypothesis)
Procedures:  	List the materials and the steps followed to complete the investigation.  Check carefully for accuracy, completeness and precision.  
Experimental Design:  Copy the form given in class or a copy is on the Seton website.  
Data Table:      ●     Make a table containing vertical columns for the independent variable, dependent variable and     derived quantity.  
· Subdivide the column for the dependent variable to reflect the number of trials. 
· Order the values of the independent -- preferably from the smallest to largest.  
· Record values of the dependent variable.
· Compute the derived quantity.
Graph:         ●      Draw and label the X and Y axes of the graph.
· Write data pairs for the independent and dependent variables.
· Determine an appropriate scale for the X and Y axes.
· Plot the data pairs on the graph.
· Summarize the data trends on the graph.  
Results Paragraph:        ●     Introductory sentence of the results.
· Explain typical data collected
· Mean for QUANTITATIVE data.
· Mode for QUANTITATIVE AND/OR QUALITATIVE  data.
· Explain any variation in the data collected.
Conclusion:        ●     Compare the experimental results with the hypothesis.
· Was the hypothesis proven to be correct or not.
· State what the results appear to show or not show.
· Were there errors in the experiment?  Explain them. (There almost always are errors)
· Did the experiment accomplish what it was supposed to?  (According to the Purpose)
· How could this experiment be improved or expanded?	
Bibliography:  List all books, articles and internet sources cited in the paper.      
Acknowledgements:         Credit assistance received from mentors, parents, teachers and other sources.  
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Please note that experimentation may NOT commence until Project is Approved after Forms are turned in on 30th of October if it is desired to start earlier all the prior  steps must be completed.
	□ Wed  11th of September
	Topic Statement

	□ Wed 18th of September
	Hypothesis and Background Research Topic 

	□ Wed 25th of September
	Bibliography, Working Outline and Seton Entry Form 

	□ Wed 2nd of October
	Experimental Design Diagram

	□ Wed 9th of October
	 First Draft of Background Research & Final Draft of Bibliography

	□ Wed 16th of October
	1st Draft of Procedures

	□ Wed 23rd of October
	 2nd Draft of Background Research

	□ Wed 30th of October
	 Forms for Experimental Approval
Bring to class the following forms (given in class – but can also be found on the website) 
1) Checklist for Adult Sponsors (Form1)
2) Student Checklist (Form 1A) with attached Research Plan
3) Approval Form (Form 1B)

	Upon Approval   
	Once Approval Received 
     Experimentation may begin and completed by 3rd Dec

	□ Wed 6th of November
	2nd Draft of Procedures and Scientific Introductory Paragraph

	□ Tuesday 19th of November
	Experiment Progress Check

	□ Tuesday 3rd of December
	ALL EXPERIMENTATION Complete Data Table & Graphs +  1st draft of Results & Conclusion Paragraphs

	□ Friday 6th of December
	1st Draft of ABSTRACT

	□ Thurs 12th of December
	2nd Draft of ABSTRACT (if needed)

	□ Tuesday
17th of December
	Final Draft of Experimental Report (including the Background Research) 

	□ Wednesday
22nd  of January
	Boards and Displays

	□ Wednesday
29th  of January
	Seton Science Fair



