Identify a Topic for Experimentation
The 4-Question Strategy:
Identify your area of research interest: 	Popcorn 
1. What materials and tools are readily available for conducting research on  	Popcorn	?
Response: popcorn, oil, popper
2. How does 	Popcorn	 act? What does it do? What can you observe about  	Popcorn		?
Response: It pops
3. How can you change the experimental conditions (materials) to affect the action of  Popcorn	?

	Material / Factor (Variable)
	What changes can be made?
	
	

	popcorn
	brand
	age
	Storage method

	oil
	brand
	amount
	Type of oil

	popper
	brand
	Temp of cooking
	




4. How can you measure or describe the response of  popcorn  to the changes made? (Keep in mind the materials and tools you have on hand to make measurements)
Response:
Quantitative Data: count the #kernals popped, volume of popped kernals, mass of popped kernals
Qualitative Data: appearance, taste
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